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Newsletter No. 1

Principal’s Report
Welcome Back
We have had a fantastic first week at Tarwin
Lower Primary School. Students and staff have
been excited and enthusiastic over their first
few days, everyone is relieved that school has
returned to normal.
The school’s ground look a bit different this
year with some native trees being removed or
pruned. This was unfortunate but it also was
required for the safety of the school
community. The school has been placed on the
Bushfire At Risk Register (BARR) and the
works were required to minimise risk. We are
in discussions as to how we can replace these
tree sustainably and hopefully replace and
extend the habitats of our local koala visitors.
New / Returning Staff
Tarwin Lower Primary School
was lucky to employ Sarah
Thurgood. Sarah will work as
our small group Tutor. This
will help with more focussed
support for students in their
individual areas of need.
Sarah has vast education
experience and has previously
worked at TLPS as a Casual
Relief Teacher. We welcome
Sarah back to the Tarwin
Lower community.

We bid farewell to Hayley Pupetti and wish her
all the best in her bright career. I’m sure she
will thrive in any position she obtains.
The school was fortunate to receive extra
funding for the potential employment of a
school chaplain. We are on the lookout for a
chaplain that would be able to assist in school
run programs such as Breakfast Club as well as
support student physical and emotional needs.
Hopefully we will obtain the correct person in
the near future.

As our school is on the Bushfire At Risk
Register, please take time to read the Bushfire
Code Red Procedures section of the newsletter,
especially the section related to bus route
closure on Code Red Days.

We also Welcome back Renee
Pilkington to our teaching
staff. Renee has returned
after taking time off due to
maternity leave.

Warm Regards,

Greg Eddy
Acting Principal
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Curriculum Day
On Wednesday 24th February, staff will be
participating in a full day professional development
day at Toora with the rest of the schools in our
cluster. Students will not be required to
attend school on this day.

Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund
(CSEF)
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to
assist eligible families to cover the costs of school
trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or
are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible
for CSEF.
A special consideration category also exists for
asylum seeker and refugee families.
The allowance is paid to the school to use towards
expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting
activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is $125
for primary school students.
If you have previously applied for CSEF with
Tarwin Lower Primary School, you do not
need to re-apply as your application will rollover provided your card is still valid. If you
have received a Centrelink Concession Card
during last year or early this year, please see
Lindy in the office to apply for CSEF.

Uniform Orders
A uniform order form has been attached to
this newsletter. If you require new uniform
items, please fill in the order form and return
to the office. If you are unable to print the
order form, please see Lindy in the office for a
copy.
Uniform orders close on Friday 12th February.
Payment does not need to accompany the
order, but payment must be received before
goods can be taken.

Book Club
Students have been given a
Scholastic Book Club
brochure today. They have a
wonderful selection of books
and activities for students
which range in price from $1.00 upwards.
Orders and payment can be made in two ways:
1.
Visit scholastic.com.au/LOOP , place
your order and pay with credit card.
2.
Complete the order form and send to
school with exact payment (cash or
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cheque made payable to Tarwin Lower
Primary School)
Orders for Issue 1 of Book Club close Friday
12th February.

Attendance
At Tarwin Lower Primary School we believe
that attendance at school is vital for student
learning.
Students who miss learning find catching up
very difficult.
If students miss out on three weeks of school
per year, that is half a year of school by the
end of Year 6.
Unexplained absence letters will be sent home
fortnightly. To avoid receiving these, please
notify the school when your child is absent.
You can notify us on Compass, make a phone
call or send in a note.

Don’t forget your hat!

We are a Sun Smart school, therefore all students
and staff are to wear a hat when outside. The hot
days and bushfires are a stark reminder of how
important it is to protect our skin from sunburn.
Students need a plain navy blue, broad brimmed hat
in Term 1 and Term 4. These can be bought from the
school for $9.00 each, or any shop in town. If
students do not have a hat, they will be asked to play
on the big deck or the rotunda .

School Photos
School Photos will be taken
on Thursday 25th
February. Order envelopes
will be distributed as soon as
they are received.
Full school uniform is
required.
Please complete the envelope, enclose your payment
and send in to school. We need to have all
envelopes back by photo day. If you have not
returned your envelope, your child will still have
their photo taken but you will have to arrange with
the photographer directly to make payment and
receive photos.
PLEASE NOTE: do not make any direct deposit
payments to the school for photos. Payments are
made to the photographer only - cash or credit card
slip payment.
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Medication

Swimming

Following our Administration of Medication
policy, which is guided by the Education
Department, staff are not allowed to give
students any medication unless there is a letter
from the doctor. Having medication with the
prescription attached, is also included in this.
We also cannot give cough medication, hay
fever tablets, eye drops, panadol etc, unless
there is a letter from the doctor.

On Friday 12th February Swimming Trials will be
held at Toora pool. This is to select students in
Grades 3 - 6 to participate in the District Swimming
Sports on Wednesday 17th February.

Therefore, when your child receives their
prescription, please also ask the doctor to write
a letter for the school.
This also includes when the school has camps
and excursions – you can no longer give the
teacher in charge the medication, unless there
is a letter from the doctor.

School Council
School Council is a great way to be involved at
the school. Nominations will be open from
Wednesday 12th of February and close the 19th
February at 4pm. Nomination forms are
available from the office during this time.
Please consider joining School Council to assist
in the efficient governance and enhance the
educational opportunities of our students.
School Council meets twice a term on the
second Tuesday of the month at 6.00pm.

Working with Children Check
All parents and friends who wish to volunteer
at our school need to have a Working With
Children Check
(WWCC). This is an
Education Department
requirement, and part of
our schools Child Safe
Policy passed by School
Council.
To apply for the card go the WWCC website:
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
complete the form, print it out and take to the
nearest large post office (not Tarwin Lower)
with suitable ID. A photo will be taken at the
Post Office. There is no charge for volunteers.
All volunteers also need to be inducted every
year, so please arrive earlier on the first day so
we can go through OHS and Child Safe policies.
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Students who would like to attend the Trials at
Toora must be able to swim 50 metres non stop in a
recognised stroke. Parents must also be able to
transport their child to and from the Trials. Please
let Mr Eddy know if you would like your child to
participate.

Breakfast Program
Are you available one morning a week to serve
breakfast to our students? This takes less than an
hour of your time. The necessity of breakfast to
growing minds is very important and gives them the
best start to the day. Please let us know if you are
able to help.

Student/Parent/Teacher Conferences
Our conferences will be held on Tuesday 16th
February from 3.00pm – 5.00pm. The conferences
are for 10 minutes each and are a chance to discuss
the year ahead with your child’s new teacher.
We will be opening up Compass for bookings very
soon and will send you a message when they are
available.
If these times do not suit, please contact your child's
teacher to arrange an alternative time. If you need
assistance with booking interviews, please contact
the Office on 5663 5263.
Compass is both web-based and available as an
app. Through Compass you can enter explanations
for absences and view your child’s progress as
comments are posted fortnightly.

Class Letters
Know what is happening this term in your
child’s class by reading the class letter.
Every class will be putting these up via
Compass very soon.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Wednesday 3rd February

PREPS REST DAY

Wednesday 10th February

PREPS REST DAY

Friday 12th February

Swimming Sports @ Toora Pool (selected students)

Friday 12th February

Closing date for uniform orders

Friday 12th February

Book Club orders due

Tuesday 16th February

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING - 6PM

Wednesday 17th February

District Swimming Sports (Selected students)

Wednesday 17th February

PREPS REST DAY

Wednesday 24th February

CURRICULUM DAY - NO STUDENTS REQUIRED @ SCHOOL

Thursday 25th February

SCHOOL PHOTOS

School Captains
Our School Captains this year are:
•

Bella Headlam

•

Georgie Owen

School Bank Details
ACC NAME:
BSB:
ACC:

Congratulations to both of these students. We
are confident that they will be great role models
for the rest of the school community.

Tarwin Lower Primary School
633108
151500626

Bread Tags
Remember to continue to collect
your bread tags this year.

Happy Birthday
We hope you had a great day on your
birthday
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Bella
Miss Carbone
Tess
Maggie
Tristen
Tyler
Raff
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Congratulations !

DET info - Annual privacy reminder
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard
school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s
collection statement, found on our website https://
www.tarwinlowerps.vic.edu.au/copy-of-forms

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’
Privacy Policy – information for parents. This information also available in nine community languages.

Congratulations to Myla and Morgan for being our
first certificate recipients for 2021. They were
awarded for being brave on their first day in
a new school.

Our new Preps and their
Grade 1 friends
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School procedures for
the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to
provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire
At-Risk Register (BARR) and those at risk of grassfire
(Category 4) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger
rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology
district. Our school has been identified as being one of
those at high bushfire or grassfire risk.

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four
days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter and SMS message/phone call. A Code Red day will be determined by the
Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the
confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to note that:

•
•

No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.
School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which

the camp is located.

•

All bus routes that travel through the Code Red area will be cancelled.

Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect our school.
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never be left at

home alone or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan,
reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters

What can parents do?
•

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that our

school is closed.

•

Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our news-

letters.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training website – see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below:
VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices
VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)
ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters
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MEENIYAN JUNIOR BASKETBALL
Commences Wednesday 17th February & Friday
19th February 2021.
Wednesdays from 3.30pm Aussie Hoops 5-7 yo
(Possible 2 times/groups), Mini's from 4:15 or
5pm (TBC) 7-9 yo. Friday's from 4:30pm
Intermediate's 9-12yo, Youth from 5:45pm or
6:30pm (TBC) 12-15yo.
Basketball Vic Insurance/Rego applies plus fees
($50 new players & $25 for last years players
that had there season cut short) Registration
must be completed by 11th Feb to confirm that
you are playing. NO players will be accepted
after this date.
Please see our Facebook page (Meeniyan
Basketball Association) for further details and
Registration information. If no Facebook please
call Kim Byrnes on 0427346048.
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Friday 12th February 2021
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