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Newsletter No. 16
Dear Families,

This year, this
month and this
week has felt like
we are up, down,
in, out, on, off and
everything in
between! I
thought this week
we would remind ourselves that everything has
a silver lining, even if sometimes it is hard to
find.
For over a year familiar routines have been
tossed out the window and unpredictability has
set in (including no power!). Despite all the
changes, if we look at the situation with a
positive lens, we can see that the lesson learnt
for us all, including the students, is one of
adaptability.
Adaptability is the ability to be creative and
flexible in the face of new situations. It has also
been defined as, “the capacity to cope with and
capitalise on change, and the ability to recover
when unforeseen events alter life plans.”
Life has always thrown us unexpected curve
balls and there has always been unforeseen
changes. The pandemic may have given us
more curve balls then we are used to, however
the lesson of adaptability is a lesson we can all
use for the rest of our lives.

Practicing gratitude can also help cultivate
adaptability. Find the smallest thing you’re
thankful for or look for something that’s going
right. Gratitude only serves to lift us up; it gives
us a place from which to build. Role model this
thinking and thankfulness to your children,
and soon enough they will be reminding you to
be grateful for the small things which make us
all happy, such as love, safety, and
togetherness.
Remember, we are already practicing
adaptability. If a year ago someone said, ‘We’re
going to shut down your world and you’re
going to have to stay in the same house with
the same people for an indefinite period of
time,’ we would have balked and laughed.”
Instead, everyone has done that and learnt to
be okay with it.
The lessons our children have been getting
from lockdowns have been beneficial to their
adaptability. The have missed milestones such
as birthdays and family gatherings, and they
are learning to be disappointed and still be
okay. The ability to accept change rather than
shutting down in the face of it is a skill that will
serve our children for a lifetime.
From an article by The Washington Post

Some people are more adaptable by nature,
and have taken the changes in their stride,
while others are struggling. But adaptability is
a skill that can be learnt, even when it is forced
upon you!
By taking small bites out of big problems and
understanding what we can and can’t control is
known as “positive uncertainty.” If we accept
that we’ll get through this and accept that the
world is uncertain and being comfortable with
that uncertainty, it can give us the confidence
to be flexible.
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Warm Regards,

Jennifer Cox
Principal
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Remember your
hat!

Working and volunteering in schools
The Victorian Chief Health Officer has
determined vaccination will be a
requirement for staff who work in schools.
This includes principals, teachers, support
staff, contractors and volunteers.

Our school SunSmart
policy specifies that
students wear a broad
brimmed hat in terms 1
& 4.
Please ensure your child has the correct hat and
it is labelled.
We have some hats at school if you need to
purchase one, they are $9.00 each.
Students who do not have a hat will be asked to
play on the big deck or in the rotunda.

If you haven’t booked your COVID-19 vaccination
appointment yet – do not wait.
All staff who work in schools will be required to have
a first dose COVID-19 vaccine by 18 October 2021
or have a booking within the week after. This
includes;
•

Bus Stop Changes
If your child is a regular
bus user, and you wish
them to get off the bus
in the afternoon at a
stop that it not their usual one, you will be
required to send in a note or make a call to
the office.
We have had students telling the bus driver that
they need to get off at a different stop (e.g. the
park). He has no way of verifying this and there
is always the risk of the child being left
somewhere they are not meant to be.
So, if there is no note, or no phone call the
students will only be allowed to leave the bus at
their designated stops.
Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.

•

•

•
•

Forest Lodge Camp - Grades 3 & 4
This is just a heads up to parents of students in
Grades 3 & 4 that we have an upcoming camp to
Forest Lodge on 1st - 3rd December. This camp
will be shared with students in Grades 3 & 4
from Welshpool and Toora schools. Due to the
changing nature of Covid-19 restrictions, we are
still a little unsure as to whether this camp will
be going ahead. At present students from
different schools are not allowed to mix at
camps. We are hopeful that this will change as
we get closer to the date.

•

any person who is employed by an education
operator to work in an education facility
(including teachers, early childhood educators
and educational support staff);
person contracted to work at an education
facility and who will or may be in close
proximity to children, students or staff,
whether or not engaged by the education
operator including casual relief teachers,
Breakfast Club suppliers, IT personnel, NDIS
providers and auditors (but does not include
delivery personnel);
staff of the Department of Education and
Training who attend an education facility
(such as allied health personnel or Authorised
Officers);
staff of any other entity who attends an
education facility;
volunteers that attend an education
facility and that work
in close proximity to
children, students or
staff (including parent
helpers); and
students on placements at
an education facility.

Bread Tags
Remember to continue to collect your
bread tags this year.

We will keep you informed.

School Bank Details

Final costings are still to be worked out, but
charges to parents will be somewhere around
$230.00 per student. Families with CSEF
money in their account can use this for the camp.

ACC NAME:
BSB:
ACC:
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Thursday 21st October

Prep - Gr2 & Gr4 - Gr6 @ school. Remote Learning Gr3

Friday 22nd October

ALL STUDENTS BACK AT SCHOOL

Monday 1st November

Curriculum Day - No students at School

Tuesday 2nd November

MELBOURNE CUP DAY HOLIDAY

Friday 12th November

Prep Transition Day #1 11.30am - 1.00pm

Friday 19th November

Prep Transition Day #2 11.30am - 1.00pm

Friday 26th November

Prep Transition Day #3 11.30am - 1.00pm

Tuesday 30th November

Curriculum Day - No students at School

Wednesday 1st - Thursday 3rd December

Forest Lodge Camp Grades 3 & 4

Friday 3rd December

Prep Transition Day #4 11.30am - 1.00pm

Tuesday 7th December

Orientation Day - Gr 6 to Secondary/Preps 9.00am - 11.00am

Wednesday 8th December

End of Year Excursion - Fun day @ Toora Pool

Friday 18th December

Last Day of Term 4 - Happy Holidays!!
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18/10/21
Dear Families,
As you know, students will soon begin a Staged return
to onsite learning to school as announced under the
Roadmap.



To support this, the Victorian Chief Health Officer has
announced new rules around mask wearing to keep
everyone at school safe.
We know that returning to school will look a little
different this time and it’s important that we support
you and your children with effective ways to keep
everyone safe and well.
One of the most important and effective things we can
do to help keep students in the classroom is to wear
masks to help minimise COVID-19 transmission risk.
When worn properly, masks can play an important
role in reducing the transmission risks of Covid-19 that
could happen from common activities in school.
Students in Grade 3 and above









Face masks will also be required for all school
students in Grade 3 and above indoors including
at Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) programs,
unless a lawful exception applies. Face masks
can be removed while outdoors at school for
primary students.
Students in Grades 3 to 6 are required to wear
face masks from 18 October 2021. All other
students who are required to wear a face mask
must continue to do so from the first day they
return to onsite learning.
Face masks will be strongly recommended for
Prep to Year 2 students.
For composite classes of Grade 2 and 3 students,
Grade 2 students will be strongly encouraged to
wear masks like their Grade 3 peers.
For students with a disability, parents and carers
should speak to the child’s doctor or regular
health professional about the best methods to
encourage mask wearing. Students and parents
can also contact the Disability Liaison Officer
program for more information.
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Students with a medical condition or disability
that make wearing a face covering unsuitable
are not required to wear a mask.
Face masks are required for students in Year 3
to Year 6 unless an exception
applies. Exceptions include students with a
physical or mental disability where their
disability means it would not be suitable.
Parent/carers of a student/s who meet the
criteria for an exception must provide their
approval in writing for their child/ren to not
wear a mask to the school.

Face masks will be always required for
secondary students both indoors and outdoors
at school unless a lawful exception applies.

We will try to maximise outdoor learning where
possible and offer more recreation and breaks
wherever practicable to further support students.
We can work together to support students by having
conversations around the importance of masks in
preventing COVID -19 transmission and remind them
that it’s only for a few days a week.
We have seen through remote learning that
friendships are important. We can work together to
remind students that wearing masks means they can
see their friends and be at school together more often.
We also protect our friends and keep them safe.
We encourage you to discuss wearing masks with your
children to keep kids in the classroom and minimise
COVID-19 transmission risk. The Raising Children
Network has resources that can help you with having
conversations with your children about wearing
masks.
These new changes to wearing masks will come into
effect when students return to staged onsite learning
from 18 October 2021 in regional and metropolitan
schools.
Thank you for your ongoing support in the
implementation of these important steps that enable
us to return to onsite learning. We look forward to
welcoming your children back into the classroom.
Jen Cox
Principal
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