7th September 2022

12th October 2022

Newsletter No. 13

Dear Families,

Graham Update

Welcome back to school and our last term for
2022! This is a long term with plenty of things
happening, so please have a look at the
calendar and keep up to date on Compass.

He is still attending two days a week. Next
week, he will be here on Monday and Tuesday.
Hopefully he won’t be too tired out with two
days in row!

Last year there was a survey put out to families
that gauged interest in having an Out of School
Hours Care provider at school. Many families
expressed an interest, and therefore the school
went ahead with the grant.

He has just turned four months and is
continuing to grow. He puts on at least a
kilogram in weight a week!

Unfortunately, there has not been the up-take
that was expected, and now our school service
is temporarily closed. We need to fight to keep
this service running, as a grant for OSHC will
not occur again, it was a once in a lifetime
offer. The only way it will stay running is with
usage from our families. We need to increase
the support to keep this service operating for
next year and beyond.
A questionnaire has been sent home today to
each family. Please return to school ASAP, and
it will be discussed at the next School Council
Meeting.

He enjoyed his school holidays and had a
sleepover with his friend Alice (who is a
kelpie). He also got into mischief and dug a
hole—but looked very innocent about it!
He is enjoying spending time in the
classrooms. The senior students are terrific and
are remembering to not leave things on the
floor, as Graham will try to eat it. He did chop
on a jigsaw piece the other day before school—
oops!
The best bit of news is that he wasn’t car sick in
my car again on the way to school this week! I
really did appreciate it, not my favourite way to
start the school day :)

Other things to note in the newsletter is;
•

•
•

Camp Rumbug—money and forms are
due today
Changes to the COVID requirements
Junior Athletics Day
Warm Regards,

Jennifer Cox
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Change of Bank Account
The school bank account has changed.

Tarwin District Auto
Festival

Due to requirements from the State Government
and the Department of Education, all schools and
Government entities must now bank with
Commonwealth, Westpac or NAB. As our school
currently banks with Bendigo, we have been
working towards changing banks.

Volunteers are needed for
the school stall at the
festival. We will be selling
seedlings and showbags. Please let us know if you
are able to volunteer your time. The more volunteers
we have, the less time you will need to volunteer.

From now on, our school will bank with the
Commonwealth Bank. We will be phasing in the
new bank account and keeping our old Bendigo
account open until all transactions have stopped, so
don’t worry if you accidently send money to the
wrong account, we will still get it.

Date—Sunday 30th October

However, we would appreciate all parents updating
their banking apps to reflect the new bank account
as soon as possible. Please see the details below:

Account Name:

063000

ACC:

14191631

Policies
The following policies have recently been updated
and are available on our
website:

•
•

Asthma
Personal Property

Tate

Tarwin Lower Primary School
Council Operating Account
BSB:

Time– 9.30am-3.30pm

Congratulations to Tate on his
great achievement in the
divisional athletics. He came
third in the hurdles, jumping
about 1.20 metres!

School Driveway
Camp Rumbug 9 - 11 November 2022
Permission forms for Camp Rumbug for grades 3 &
4 students are available on Compass. Additional
medical information forms and packing lists have
been sent home with each child.
The cost for Camp Rumbug will be $280.00 per
student. If you have CSEF you can use it for this
event. If you need to know your balance, contact
Lindy in the office (Tues, Wed, Thurs).
Please return your forms as soon as possible so we
can finalise numbers attending.

We would like to remind all visitors to
the school to park their cars on the
grass area and not on the driveway.
Cars on the driveway make it difficult for the bus to
get through and also cause congestion that could
lead to safety issues for our students.

School Supervision Times
Reminder to families that students are supervised at
school between the hours of 8.45am and 3.30pm. If
you require your child to be at school outside of
these times, please arrange Out of School Hours
Care with Theircare.

Mobile Phones and Digital Devices
Mobile phones and other digital devices,
including smart watches and devices that
take photos or connect to the internet should not be
brought to school. If a student needs to bring a
device it must be handed to the office where it will
be stored securely until after school. This is a
directive from the Education Department.
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2023 Prep Students

Students who wish to wear a mask should
continue to do so.

If you know of any families in the area who might
be wishing to enroll their child in Prep for 2023, To keep our school as safe as possible, we will also
continue to use air purifiers and other COVID-19
please advise them to contact the school.
prevention measures.
We can conduct personal tours, provide
enrolment forms and answer any questions they Thanks for your continued efforts to keep our
school community safe and well.
might have.

Changes to COVID Requirements

Attendance superstars

You may be aware that the Victorian Government Congratulations to the following students who
has announced changes to the COVID-19 isolation attended 95% or more in Term 3:
requirements.
•
William
•
Blake
This means that from 11.59pm on Wednesday 12
October, the mandatory orders around isolation
•
Olivia M
for people with COVID-19 have ended and instead •
Zander
we move to health advice and recommendations
•
Kai
for people with COVID-19 or COVID-19-like
•
Dylan
symptoms.
•
Ash
•
Joh
Our school will continue to adhere to the
Department of Health’s recommendations to
ensure that our school remains a safe
environment for our staff and students.
The Department of Health strongly
recommends that students and school staff:
•

•

who test positive to COVID-19 stay home
and isolate for 5 days and do not attend
school after 5 days if they are still
symptomatic
who are symptomatic but have not tested
positive not attend school. This does not
include students with pre-existing
conditions such as hay fever.

Special Persons Barbeque
What a great way to finish off the term. It was
wonderful to see so many ‘special people’. Thanks
to all those who helped, including Gonzalo from
our Out of School Hours program.

Parents and carers are recommended to continue
to report their child having COVID-19 to both the
school and the Department of Health.
We will, however, no longer report occurrences of
positive cases to the school community.

We ask parents and carers to continue to remain
vigilant in preventing COVID-19 transmission.
Any student who is unwell should continue to
remain at home. This is about keeping students
healthy and well in our school and reducing the
spread of both COVID-19 and other respiratory
diseases.
Free rapid antigen tests are available at the school
for those who need them.
Parents and carers will be contacted if their child
shows symptoms while at school.
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A word from our Chaplain…
Welcome to term 4, which
promises to be a busy one for all of
us. It is by far my favourite term
though, even though it means we'll
be saying goodbye to some students
later this year, who will be moving
onto Secondary College. Warmer
days are coming too!
I have continued to run
breakfast club two
mornings a week and
last Friday we ate Honey
Joys, expertly made by
Max, Taze and Tristan.
It never ceases to amaze
me how much mess you
can make with so little
ingredients, but I guess
that is all part of the
fun.

Several Calm Kids seminars are coming up on the
26th of October to 9th of November on the subjects
of worry, anxiety, managing peer difficulties and
dealing with frustration. I highly recommend these
seminars and this resource to you. It's free for those
in the Gippsland area. See the flyer at the end of the
newsletter for more information.

www.calmkidcenral.com
Last term I did some research into what support
services were available in our area and physically
visited two of these services. The Covid years have
led to a marked increase in anxiety in both adults
and children, and with waiting lists being long for
support services, Calm Kids is a valuable resource to
use while waiting. They provide very practical steps
that you can take to help your child right now, to
decrease anxiety and help them to express their
emotions in a healthy and safe way. Parenting has
got to be one of the hardest jobs in the world and we
all need a little extra support from time to time.
Also, so do our children, as they grow, hit
milestones such as finishing Primary School, and
learn to interact with those around them. Calm Kids
have some wonderful cartoons on how to make
friends and deal with conflict.

I have also continued to
run a weekly lunch time
craft club with anywhere
between 4 and 20 +
children attending. Our
latest project was to
finish a 'colouring by
number' poster for one
of our parents. Five little
girls completed this
project with much gusto
and I was really
impressed with the outcome.
See photos.
It has been wonderful to watch
the staff and children interact
with our latest staff member
Graham - our much-loved
welfare dog. He is taking his
duties very seriously and
already we are reaping the
benefits of having him as a part
of our school community.
Several of our students are enjoying taking him for
walks around the school.
I hope to run an internet safety course for our older
students this term so please let me know if you
think your child would benefit. The course is run by
eSafety and is very user friendly. The internet is not

Kindness

going away but I believe we should take all
precautions necessary to ensure that our children
are kept safe and understand the dangers of giving
out personal information to strangers. Please
contact me via the school if you want to discuss this
further or enrol your child.

Cooperation

As always, if you need a listening ear, please contact
me through the school. I feel very privileged to be a
part of this community and are here to support you
if I can. If you're experiencing financial difficulty,
we have food parcels available to help relieve the
load. Please contact the school and we will send one
home for you. I am aware that increasing costs for
petrol, electricity, gas and groceries have stretched
some people’s budgets to breaking point. We want
to help if we can and what good is community, if we
fail to reach out and support each other during
times of struggle, heartache, and stress.
Kind regards,
Sue Cronk
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Please note the following information:
Venue:

Toora Recreation Reserve

Address:

Toora Jetty Road, Toora

Time:

Please arrive by 9.25am

Transport: Families are responsible for
bringing their child to the
sports.
Staff:

Ms Bernaldo & Mrs Cox

Dismissal: It is anticipated that the sports
will finish approx. 12.30pm.
Families who wish to take their
child home after the sports are
requested to speak to Ms
Bernaldo or Mrs Cox to sign
out before leaving.
Requirements: Students need to bring a
drink bottle and a snack. Also
wear appropriate clothing for
sports.
Additional Info: The weather isn’t looking
too good for the next few days
so there may be a possibility
that the sports will be
cancelled. A decision will be
made prior to the end of the
school day on Thursday to let
everyone know.
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Term 3 & 4 – important dates
Thursday 13th October

Life Education Grade 5 & 6 students

Friday 14th October

Junior Athletics @Toora

Monday 17th October

South Gippsland Shire - Year 5/6 Chat about Immunisation

Tuesday 18th October

School Council

Sunday 30th October

Tarwin District Auto Festival

Monday 31st October

Curriculum Day - students do not attend

Tuesday 1st November

Melbourne Cup Day Holiday

Wed 9th - 11th November

Camp Rumbug - Grades 3 & 4 students

Wed 9th November

Robotic Workshop Incursion—Years 2, 5, 6

Friday 18th November

Kinder-Prep Transition 9-11am

Monday 21st November

Whole School Life Saving Skills @Inverloch Beach

Tuesday 22nd November

School Council

Friday 25th November

Kinder-Prep Transition 9-11am

Thurs 1st– Fri 2nd December

Discovery Science and Technology Incursion

Friday 2nd December

Kinder-Prep Transition 9-11am

Mon 5th– Fri 9th December

Year 5/6 Prom Camp (no charge)

Friday 9th December

Kinder-Prep Transition 9-11am

Tuesday 13th December

Statewide Transition Day

Thursday 15th December

Concert/Graduation

Friday 16th December

Toora Pool Fun Day

Monday 19th December

Curriculum Day—no students attending

Tuesday 20th December

Cleaning Day—finish 1.20pm

Happy Birthday

Gardener Job

We hope you had a great time on your
special day

Our beloved Auntie Kylie has decided to
resign her position as our school gardener.

•
•
•
•
•

Bu Beasley

If any parent is interested in taking on the
job please see Jenni or Lindy in the office.

Marshall

Job Info:

Dylan
Zander

•

Roughly about 4 hours per week which can be worked
at your discretion

•

Planting and harvesting of vegetable gardens, general
weeding and tidying of other school garden beds

•

Looking after school chickens - including purchase of
feed (costs will be reimbursed)

Myai
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