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Recently, I’ve been looking through the school’s 
attendance data. At first glance it looks ok, however, 
on investigating the impact missing school has on 
educational outcomes, there are some concerns that 
need to be raised. 

In the first 34 days of school this year, students have 
missed an average of 4.5 days each. This is too 
high; over one day each fortnight! Considering we 
have 9 students who have 100% attendance, this 
means that other students have missed substantial 
amounts of school already this term!   

Doing some research I came across this quote from 
the “Every day counts primary school attendance” 
article which is attached to this newsletter.  

“Being away from school for one day a 
fortnight equals missing 1.5 years over 13 
years of school” 

I realise this is first term and parents are more likely 
to take children out for holidays, camping trips and 
long weekends during this term compared to others 
and that sickness is unavoidable. However, it is 
important for the school community to know how 
vital attendance and consistency is to the education of 
your student. I’ve written the following to bring this 
to your attention and hopefully turn this data around.  

The Importance of Attendance in Primary 
School 

Regular attendance in primary school is essential for 
a child's academic and social development. When 
students attend school consistently, they build strong 
learning foundations, develop good habits, and 
maintain important relationships with teachers and 
peers. 

Consistent Learning 

Each school day introduces new skills and concepts. 
Missing days can lead to gaps in understanding, 
making it harder for students to keep up with their 
classmates. Regular attendance ensures that children 
receive a continuous education, building on what they 

have previously learned. 

Development of Good Habits 

Attending school every day teaches responsibility, 
time management, and perseverance. These are 
valuable skills that will benefit children throughout 
their education and future careers. These habits set 
the foundation for success in later schooling and 
adulthood. 

Social and Emotional Growth 

School is not just about academics; it is also where 
children learn to interact, share, and work as part of a 
team. Regular attendance allows students to build 
friendships, develop confidence, and feel a sense of 
belonging within their school community. 

Higher Achievement 

Studies show that students with good attendance 
perform better in reading, writing, and mathematics. 
Frequent absences can lead to lower outcomes and 
reduced engagement, which may impact future 
learning opportunities. 

A Positive Future 

Good attendance in primary 
school sets the stage for success in 
high school and beyond. It teaches 
children the importance of 
commitment and consistency, 
which are qualities that will help 
them achieve their goals in life. 

Encouraging children to attend 
school every day helps them 
develop academically, socially, and 
emotionally. By prioritising 
attendance, parents and 
educators can give students the 
best possible start on their 
learning journey. 

Continued on the next page…….. 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm Regards, 

Greg Eddy 

Acting Principal 

19th March 2025                                                                                                             Newsletter No.  4 

Follow our Facebook page for photos and the most up to date information of the learning happening at school.  
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...Principal’s Report continued 

The following tips are also from the attached “Every 
day counts primary school attendance” article. 
Please give it a read.  

Top attendance tips for parents: 

 Schools want to work in partnership with 
parents – act early if you have any concerns by 
contacting your child’s school and asking for 
advice and support 

 Remember that every day counts 

 There is no safe number of days for missing 
school – each day a student misses puts them 
behind, and can affect their educational 
outcomes and their social connectedness 

 Talk positively about school and the 
importance of attending every day 

 Open and prompt communication with your 
child’s school about all absences is a good idea  

 Avoid making routine medical and dental 
appointments during the school day or 
planning family holidays during the term 

 Seek help from your school if you are 
concerned about your child’s attendance and 
wellbeing. Schools want to work in 
partnership with parents to support student 
attendance and wellbeing. 

Art Room Requests 

We are very lucky to have Cath Nunn teaching art to 

our students.  She has some wonderful projects 

planned and requires some donations from families.  

Could you please send in the following if you have 

them: 

• Clean 2 litre white plastic milk containers 

• Clean ice-cream containers 

• Egg cartons 

Parent Teacher  Interviews 

Thank you to those parents who attended parent 

teacher interviews on Monday.   

If you missed out and wish to talk to your child’s 

teacher, please contact the office to arrange an 

alternate time. 

School Photos 

The photographer has 

advised that the school 

photos are now ready and 

will soon be available to 

view and order.   

You should receive an email very soon with log in 

details to view and place your order.  Orders that are 

placed in a timely manner will be delivered to the 

school. (We cannot guarantee that they will be 

delivered before the end of term.) Otherwise, you 

can arrange to have your order posted to your 

address. 

Account Name: 

Tarwin Lower Primary School Council 

Operating Account 

BSB:    063000

ACC: 14191631 

2025– DATES TO REMEMBER 

Friday 21st March Waratah Athletics 

Tuesday 25th March School Council & Elections 

Wednesday 2nd April District Athletics 

Friday 4th April Last Day of Term 1 

Monday 21st April Easter Monday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 22nd April First Day of Term 2 

Friday 25th April ANZAC Day  public holiday 

Wednesday 30th April The Forgotten Warrior @ Fish Creek Primary School 

Happy Birthday 

We hope you had a great time 

on your special day.   

 

• Joh 
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CSEF Reminder 

If you are the holder of a current Centrelink Card, 

you may be eligible for the Camps, Sports and 

Excursion Fund. This is a payment of $154.00 per 

student for camps, sports and excursions.  Families 

who have claimed in the previous year will have 

their applications rolled over.  New eligible families 

need to fill in an application form available from the 

office. Applications must be received before 4th 

July.  

Easter Raffle 

Our fundraising parents have organised to have an 

Easter Raffle this year.  Vanessa has managed to 

secure some wonderful prize donations, but as it’s 

an Easter Raffle we, of course, need chocolate! 

We are asking all families to donate something to 

the Easter Raffle and we will make up hampers.  

This can be in the form of Easter Eggs or anything 

else that is associated with Easter. 

Please send your donations in to the office as soon 

as possible so we can get the raffle up and running.   

Raffle tickets have been sent home soon to each 

family.  Please try to sell as many as possible to 

family and friends.  Return tickets and money to the 

office before the end of term. 

Raffle will be drawn on Tuesday 15th April. 

Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. 

Extra tickets are available from the office. 

We are also looking for volunteers to sell raffle 

tickets outside the supermarket and the hardware 

store.   If you can donate some time, please see 

Vanessa or Lindy in the office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waratah Cluster Athletic Sports Day 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
The Year 3-6 students have been busy preparing for 
the upcoming Waratah Sports held at the Foster 
Secondary College oval on March 21st. This is 
the first stage of athletics qualification and students 
will be competing against students from Fish Creek, 
Tarwin Lower and Meeniyan Primary Schools.  
 
8:15 Staff and helpers setup (Please let your 
Principal know if you are free to help set up to allow 
coordination) 
9:15  assemble students 
9:25  first events start 
2:40  Presentation 
2:45   Day concludes 
 
Distance: Hurdles, 800 or 1500m (children elect to 
participate) 
 
An approximate event timetable will be sent home 
with your student 
 
Postponement / Cancellation 
We will contact families via Compass by no later 
than 8am, March 31st  
 
Uniform 
Students are required to wear their school shirt and 
school shorts.  Appropriate footwear for running 
and jumping will be required (joggers/sneakers). 
 
Getting there 
Families will need to organise their own 
transportation for students to and from Foster 
Secondary College.  Students will need to find their 
teacher when they arrive to have their name marked 
off.  If students leave early or if parents are taking 
them home, they must be signed out before they 
leave the grounds. 
 
What do the students need to bring? 
Students are required to wear school uniform and 
joggers/runners.  Please bring along your school 
hat.  Students should also pack their recess and 
lunch and a few snacks for the day.  Water is a 
must.  Sunscreen is also a must as the students will 
be spending considerable time without shade. 
 
Spectator and Assembly Areas 
Students will assemble under the school gazebos on 
the northeast corner of the oval. Parents are 
welcome to set up with the school, if you set up 
elsewhere, please be mindful that your student will 
need to stay with the rest of the school. 
 
Other 
There will be ribbons for 1st-3rd in each event. In 

some events there will be several heats with the 

fastest times awarded the ribbons. 
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MIDDLE TARWIN HALL 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

 Saturday 19th April 

 Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start 

 Tables of up to 8 

 $10.00 per person 

 BYO drinks and nibbles 

 There will be an Easter Raffle so bring extra 

money! 

Text or ring Kylie to book your table 0488 634 232 
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Lunch orders Menu 

Lunch orders must be handed in on Wednesday mornings 

$5.00 lunch deal $7.00 lunch deal 

Chicken and lettuce sandwich Pizza 

Cheese sandwich Pie 

Ham and cheese sandwich Sausage Roll 

Boston Scroll Ham and Salad Roll 

 3 x Steamed Dim Sims 

All $5.00 orders come with a juice box All $7.00 orders come with a juice box 

OR Big M Chocolate or Strawberry 
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From the Chaplain... 

I was telling one of our students that 

there was only three weeks before 

school holidays began, and they 

corrected me very quickly. ‘I thought 

there was only two left,’ they replied. 

They were correct, of course, and 

before we know it, Term 1 will be 

over.  If you are wondering how to entertain 

your  children these holidays, the Venus Bay 

Community Centre usually runs a holiday program 

and so do many of the local libraries. The Leongatha 

library is running a free movies and games afternoon 

and Foster also has various activities planned. Some 

of these activities are for free.  

If you think you may need a grocery hamper during 

the holiday period, please contact the school as soon 

as possible. We have a limited range of non-

perishable groceries available for our families.  

Now that we have an Arts Program at the school, I 

am only running a craft club occasionally. If demand 

increases during the colder and wetter months, then 

I will reassess the situation.  Some of our students 

have also started painting metal pots and are 

enjoying that activity very much. The messier the 

activity, the more they seem to enjoy it. We also 

welcomed a new volunteer from the local community 

to our school this week. Pauline (also known as 

Polly) will be helping me with craft club from time to 

time. Our students enjoyed getting to know her and 

she even got to name one of our students ‘teddy 

bear’.  Next Tuesday, Polly will be organising a fun 

quiz for our students during lunchtime. See photos 

of the activity we did this week.  

Aria and I made honey cakes for breakfast club using 
eggs from the school chickens, honey from breakfast 
club supplies and a few ingredients from the local 
supermarket.   

Paula and Erini, also from the local 
community ,continue to read with our students and 
we are so grateful for their continuing help in this 
area.  

Here, as always, to help where I can. 

Sue 
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Women of all ages are welcome  

 Information Session: Friday, August 29
th

 2025    

 Wonthaggi Library at 10:00AM & 1:30PM  

Murray St, Wonthaggi VIC 3995  

 To find out more or to register for the program call:  

Michelle Maughan Go Girls on 0401 993 541 | michelle@gogirls.org.au OR 
Rita Bottomley Go Girls on 0413 810 700 | rita@gogirls.org.au 

www.gogirls.org.au  
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