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Newsletter No. 17

Dear Families,

for this activity. The kids have fun and get very
muddy—you will not be able to get these clothes
I hope you and your family had an enjoyable long clean again and the smell will stay forever! Buy
weekend and caught up with friends and family. op shop clothes or send their old clothes and
With the easing of restrictions it is lovely to catch shoes to camp.
up with people we haven’t seen for some time.
Also in this newsletter is information about
It was uplifting to hear yesterday that Little Chloe TikTok, from 'age in-appropriate content' to its
who went missing a fortnight ago near Carnarvon newest 'in-app spending' feature, are your
(WA) has been found. As parents I am sure we all children using the platform safely? Please take
felt the pain her parents were going through.
the time to read and ensure your child is safe.
Now she is found, I took it as a sign that there is
hope in the world.
There is also information and a flow chart on
what happens at school if a child tests positive for
Chloe was found through the dedication and
COVID-19. It explains the steps we must take.
diligence of the WA Police Force and a band of
School is usually closed for one day.
volunteers. They should feel justifiably proud of
their incredible dedication and “never give up”
There is information on transitions at school, for
attitude. I hope she, like the rest of our school
both kinder to prep and primary to secondary.
community, has an incredible life ahead of her.

The DET Guidelines for COVID restrictions at
schools continues to state that parents are to only
to come to the school office for essential reasons,
including early pick up of students. When in the
office we ask you to;
•
wear a mask
•
QR Check in (or use tablet)
Everyone is able to come to the school office
regardless of their vaccination status.
Please note, no adults are to enter other school
buildings or rooms without an appointment and
you must be double vaccinated. If you wish to see
a teacher and you are unvaccinated, we can
arrange a webex meeting or meet outside. This
includes attending Playgroup, School Council
Meetings, and parent helpers. Thank you for your
understanding in helping us to follow this
directive from the Department of Education.

Warm Regards,

Jennifer Cox
Principal

In this newsletter please find information on the
3/4 camp. Permission forms to go home on
Friday. The students will be participating in the
mud run, so please send them with clothes and
shoes that can be thrown out at the end of camp
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Remember your
hat!

Payment must be received in full by
Wednesday 24th November.

Our school SunSmart
policy specifies that
students wear a broad
brimmed hat in terms 1
& 4.

Payment can be made in instalments if you wish.
Please pay by direct debit (see bank details on
this page), cash or cheque or Compass Pay.
(please note that if you use Compass Pay you will
be asked to give permission again).

Please ensure your child has the correct hat and
it is labelled.

Sarah Thurgood

We have some hats at school if you need to
purchase one, they are $9.00 each.
Students who do not have a hat will be asked to
play on the big deck or in the rotunda.

Masks
Reminder to parents and students:
Children in Grades 3 - 6 are required to wear a
mask when they are on
the bus.

Bus Stop Changes
If your child is a regular
bus user, and you wish
them to get off the bus in the afternoon at a stop
that it not their usual one, you will be required to
send in a note or make a call to the office.

We have had students telling the bus driver that
they need to get off at a different stop (e.g. the
park). He has no way of verifying this and there
is always the risk of the child being left
somewhere they are not meant to be.
So, if there is no note, or no phone call the
students will only be allowed to leave the bus at
their designated stops.
Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.

Forest Lodge Camp - Grades 3 & 4
Today we are sending home information about
Forest Lodge Camp for Grades 3 & 4 which will
be 1st - 3rd December.
The cost for the camp will be $240.00 per
student.
If you have CSEF balances, you can use them for
this camp.
We need parents to complete the permission
form and medical form as soon as possible and
forward to the school. This is because we need to
give the camp final numbers by November 17.
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Please note that the Tutor program has been
temporarily halted as Sarah Thurgood is on
leave for the rest of the term.

Transition from Kindergarten to Prep
Our transition program for our 2022 preps
begins next Friday 12th November.
Transition dates are on the last page of this
newsletter.
An email will be sent to parents of 2022 preps
reminding them of the dates.
If you know of any preschoolers in the area,
please pass this information on to them.

Happy Birthday
We hope you had a
great day on your
birthday

 Zoe
 Ashlyn
 Khloe
Bread Tags
Remember to continue to collect your
bread tags this year.

School Bank Details
ACC NAME:
BSB:
ACC:

Resilience

Tarwin Lower Primary School
633108
151500626
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Friday 12th November

Prep Transition Day #1 11.30am - 1.30pm

Tuesday 16th November

School Council Meeting

Friday 19th November

Prep Transition Day #2 11.30am - 1.30pm

Friday 26th November

Prep Transition Day #3 11.30am - 1.30pm

Tuesday 30th November

Curriculum Day - No students at School

Wednesday 1st - Thursday 3rd December

Forest Lodge Camp Grades 3 & 4

Friday 3rd December

Prep Transition Day #4 11.30am - 1.30pm

Tuesday 7th December

Orientation Day - Gr 6 to Secondary/Preps 9.00am - 11.00am

Wednesday 8th December

End of Year Excursion - Fun day @ Toora Pool

Thursday 17th December

Last Day of Term 4 - Happy Holidays!!

Friday 18th December

Cleaning Day

From the Chaplain
Friday the 22nd of October was
declared "Freedom Friday' by the
press, in Victoria, as many of the
Covid 19 restrictions we have been
experiencing, were lifted. I suspect
that you were as pleased as I was to
hear that I could have visitors in my
home again. Hopefully in the coming
weeks we will be able to travel to
Melbourne as well and perhaps even
go interstate. It was lovely to see how excited all the
children were to be back at school this week.
I realise that for many of you the past 2 years have
been trying with lockdowns, remote learning and all
the other challenges that came with the pandemic.
There is also the added pressure for some as we
come out of lockdown and need to re-learn how to
relate in a face-to-face way again. If you're
struggling, and need a listening ear, I am available
Thursday and every second Friday. The school
Chaplain is not just here for the children but also for
the entire School community. I would love to have a
cuppa and chat with you. I'm also available to
discuss any concerns you may have about the
wellbeing of your children.
Next week we can resume breakfast club with parent
helpers. We will be running breakfast club on
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday for term 4. Thank
you to all those mums who helped in the past and for
the mums who will be helping this term. We really
appreciate all that you do to keep the program
running. The children made you some thank you
cards.
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be no-one onsite to answer the phone. The best way to
contact us is via email. Please keep in mind that if you or
To better support schools to manage COVID-19 cases, the your child are a PCC we will contact you.
Department of Education and Training (DET) and the
Department of Health (DH) have revised how COVID-19 While the school is closed, cleaning is undertaken, with a
focus on high touch areas.
cases will be managed in schools and I wanted to share
some information with families to let you know what will The school will be given notification to extend the closure
happen if we were to receive a positive case at school. I
or to re-open and we will confirm this with the communithought that it was important to provide more inforty via Compass.
mation on what occurs during a school closure so that
All students can then return to school unless they have
you can be prepared for this scenario should it hapbeen identified as a Primary Close Contact (PCC).
pen. Much of this information is changing rapidly and
schools are only provided with some information after a
confirmed case is reported. This makes it hard to be fully
Are we prepared?
prepared for such circumstances. Please note the information below is guidance only and is subject to change in As always throughout the past 18 months the staff at our
the event of a positive case.
school have been preparing for this. There will be chal-

INFORMATION TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY

What happens if a child tests positive

•

If your child or children test/s positive you need to
inform the school as soon as possible either via phone or
via email. We will need to obtain information from you
about the date of the test and the date of the result along
with other relevant information about your child’s movements and their symptoms.

•

After the school receives this notification, we contact
the Department of Education and raise an alert which
prompts the School Closure Team to contact the school.
They obtain key information about the details of the case
and determine the next steps.

•

If it is deemed necessary by the Department of
Health, the school will be closed for 24 hours, however
this may be extended if there are additional cases reported in this time, or if contact tracing is not complete. Please note that it is not my call as to whether the
school closes, I receive an official order from the Regional
Director and have to comply with this order.

•

The school then moves forward to contact tracing and
contacting parents of children who may be considered a
Primary Close Contact (PCC) of the positive case. PCCs
are likely to be limited to those in the same class as the
confirmed COVID-19 case. However, this will also depend
on the level of compliance with face-mask requirements
and how much classes might have mixed.

lenges and glitches, but as a flexible and growth mindsetorientated community, we will be understanding, patient
and forgiving. We receive regularly updated guidance
from the Department of Education and have developed
our own school plans and CovidSafe actions to keep our
staff, children and wider community as safe as possible.
These school guidelines will continue to be communicated to families via compass and includes things such as
staggered and separated drop off and pick up, limiting
movement and visitors onsite and limited mixing of students onsite.
What can we do at home to support your child/
ren in the event of a school closure?

The best thing that you can do is to remain calm and be
supportive of your children. Just like adults, they will go
through a range of emotions and be challenged by these
times. Remind your children to bring home their belongs
daily. Practice and encourage them to uphold high levels
of hygiene, social distancing and mask wearing where
possible. Resources from organisations such as Emerging
Minds and Raising Children Network are very useful to
support you to have some of these conversations at home.

We are hoping that we do not have to experience a school
closure or positive case, but the reality is that it is quite
likely that we will. I ask that if you get notified of a school
closure that you remain calm and be assured that we will
contact you personally if your child is a PCC. Please keep
mind that our focus during this time needs to be on
• If your child is considered a PCC they will be required in
contact tracing and if you have a non urgent issue, we ask
to quarantine at home for 14 days, monitor for symptoms if you could please wait until after the school re-opens.
and inform the school if they test positive. If your child is
12 and over and is double vaccinated, they only have to
I hope that this has provided some clarity and allows you
quarantine for 7 days.
to have some level of preparedness for a future school
closure. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and
understanding during these complex times.
If the school is closed what happens
I will send a School Closure notice via Compass from a
template provided by the Department of Education. If
you know of someone in our community who may not be
aware of this please reach out and let them know. Please
note that this notification may come at any time so it is
important to monitor Compass messages.
A school closures means that no-one is allowed onsite
which means no Onsite Supervision will occur.
Please do not call the school during this time, there will
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KINDERGARTEN TO PRIMARY SCHOOL

Dear Families,
I am writing to confirm that our school is ready to welcome our new cohort of Preps in 2022. The
following information about our school may help you reassure your families who may be feeling a bit
uncertain about their child commencing school next year.
We know some parents may be feeling nervous about their child starting school in 2022, given the COVID19 related disruptions to this year and last year. We are here to work with you to make sure every child has
a positive start to school.
Even if families are worried their child might not be ready for school, it is important that they know that
Tarwin Lower Primary School is ready for them.
Our school, and all schools, welcome and support children at different stages in their learning and
development. No matter what experiences children have had in their kindergarten year, they will have
developed a range of skills and abilities that form the basis for further learning and teaching.
Our school is prepared for children who have a diverse range of needs next year and our Term 1 program
can be modified to accommodate the unique social and emotional needs of every child.
It is our core role to support children at different stages of their learning and development and to work
closely with families to achieve the best possible outcomes for their children. Parents should have
confidence that our school can meet their child at the point of their learning and development.
We are doing several things to make sure that we are ready for all our new Preps, including:

•

Our transition program on;

•
•
•
•

Friday 12th November 11.30am -1.30pm
Friday 19th November 11.30am -1.30pm
Friday 26th November 11.30am -1.30pm
Friday 3rd December 11.30am -1.30pm
Tuesday 7th December 9am – 11am
Kindergarten and Prep teacher meetings
Training Grade 5 students to be Prep buddies
School Information booklet for new families
Prep Information booklet






During the transition days 2022 Prep students need to bring;

•
•
•

Hat
Drink bottle
School will provide fruit on these days

New families can walk students to the Prep room, however you are unable to enter the school classrooms.
We ask you then leave the school grounds. Ms Carbone will bring students to the gate at 1.30pm. Please
note Lindy works Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and therefore will not be in the office to help with
uniforms. Please email the school or ring during her work days to make an appointment if you would like
to speak to her in person.
Our Prep Transition Coordinator is Freya Carbone. She can be contacted on 5663 5263 or email
tarwin.lower.ps@education.viv.gov.au if you wish to discuss your child’s learning and development needs
as they prepare to start school. Please do not hesitate to contact us so together we can best plan for the
transition of the 2022 cohort of Preps.
Kind Regards,
Jennifer Cox
Principal
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GRADE 6 TO SECONDARY SCHOOL
4th November 2021

Term 4 and Transition to Secondary School Programs
Dear Families,
Our focus for Term 4 is to make sure that each of our Grade 6 students is supported in their wellbeing and learning needs and
can finish the year with confidence to move to secondary school in 2022. Term 4 is a critical period for Grade 6 students moving into Year 7 next year. Ensuring that this transition is as successful as possible is a shared priority of both primary and secondary schools.

Our school’s 6-7 transition program
I want to assure you that we will respond to the unique and individual learning and wellbeing needs of our Grade 6 students,
continue to build their knowledge, skills and resilience and prepare them for the transition.
To help our Grade 6 students feel ready and prepared for secondary school we will be providing the following activities;

* Leongatha Secondary visit to the school
* Developing organisational skills such as the use of visual organisers
* Friendship skills activities from the Student Transition and Resilience Training (START) resource
* Graduation ceremony with speech and presentation
* Grade 6 dinner with school staff

How you can support your child’s transition to secondary school
Grade 6 milestones, rites of passage and ritual opportunities (e.g. graduation) can contribute to students’ ongoing development and can support a sense of preparedness for secondary school. Acknowledging and celebrating the end of their primary
school experience is important to help students feel ready for the next stage in their lives.
You may wish to consider how your family can acknowledge and celebrate these important milestone events at home. For
example, you may wish to have a special family dinner to celebrate the last day of primary school for your Grade 6 child.
For tips on supporting your child to transition smoothly to secondary school see: Tips for starting secondary school

The 6-7 transition program at your child’s secondary school
Every secondary school’s 6-7 transition program is designed to meet the needs of their incoming Year 7 students and school
community. Programs may vary from school to school and may be different from previous years due to adaptions to align
with COVID-19 health and safety guidance.
Government secondary schools participate in the statewide Orientation Day, which is scheduled for Tuesday 7 December 2021. The day is planned to proceed in line with health and safety advice at the time.
It is likely that your child’s secondary school has already contacted you to confirm your child’s Year 7 placement offer and
included some detail of their transition program. Regularly check your child’s secondary schools’ family communication channels (website, newsletter, parent communication apps etc) for any updates to their transition program and the statewide Orientation Day. Information and details may change to align with COVID-19 health and safety advice.
If you have concerns about your child’s transition to Year 7, please contact Renee Pilkington on 5663 5263 or email Tarwin.lower.ps@education.vic.gov.au She will arrange a meeting with you to discuss how our school can work with you and
your child’s secondary school to support your child to complete this year and progress to Year 7 in 2022 with confidence and
optimism.

Yours sincerely,
Jennifer Cox
Principal
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