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PRINCIPAL NEWS 
On Thursday 12th February I attended the South Gippsland 
Principal Network meeting.  

One of the focuses for schools in this area is attendance. There 
are 17 school networks in the state. South Gippsland ranks 15th 
of 17 for attendance. The average days away from school last 
year in the network was 24 days - which is half a term.  

Research has found that absenteeism up to 10 days is 
associated with a huge drop in proficiency rates, to below 20% 
of students scoring proficient in Math and English. Last year it 
averaged that each student at TLPS was absent for over 20 
days. This is 40% higher average than similar schools and above 
the state average. 

Our school focus continues to be on unexplained absences and 
letters have been sent home today to families that have 
students with any unexplained absences. You can either fill in 
the form and return it to school or go onto Compass to put the 
reason for the absence. Letters are sent home twice a term. 

Schools have a duty of care to all our students and this can only 
be discharged if we know where they all are. This is our 
legislative requirement. Parents are required to ensure their 
child attends school and to provide an explanation for their 
child's absence from school, meeting their legal obligations.  

The Department of Education attendance and absence 
recording guide has been updated and you may see some 
changes in Compass which reflect this. One of the biggest 
changes is to Family Holiday.  

Families can no longer choose Extended Family Holiday for 
absence in Compass. Parents/Carers must receive prior 
approval from the principal for the absence and a Student 
Absence Learning Plan has been considered, and agreed to by 
the school, student and parent.  

 

 
Jen Cox 

 

 

TOP NEWS 

* Understand the 
changes to family  
holiday absences 

* School Council 
Elections now open 

* Mitch Tambo 
Incursion permission 
and payment open in 
Compass 

* Years Prep-3 
Glasses for Kids 

* Years 5/6 Somers 
Camp EoI 

* Compass Comment 
Reading out now! 

 



DATES TO REMEMBER    

Friday 20th February  District swimming trials Year 3-6 @Toora for selected students  

Wednesday 25th February Years 1-6 swimming 

Friday 27th February  Division Swimming @Korumburra for selected students 

Friday 27th February Clean Up Australia Day 

Wednesday 4th March Years 1-6 swimming 

Friday 6th March Colour Run Fundraiser @2.30pm 

Monday 9th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 11th March NAPLAN writing- Years 3 and 5 

Wednesday 11th March Preps first Wednesday 

Wednesday 11th March Years 1-6 swimming lessons 

Thursday 12th March NAPLAN reading- Years 3 and 5 

Friday 13th March NAPLAN language conventions- Years 3 and 5 

Monday 16th March NAPLAN maths- Years 3 and 5 

Monday 16th March School Review 

Monday 16th March IEP meetings in the last 3 weeks of school 

Tuesday 17th March School Council @4pm 

Friday 20th March Waratah Athletics- Years 3-6 

Friday 27th March Glasses for Kids Years P-2 

Tuesday 31st March Mitch Tambo Incursion $15ps 

Wednesday 1st April District Athletics Years 3-6 for selected students 

Thursday 2nd April  Last day of Term 1- 2.20pm finish 

Monday 20th April First day of Term 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



School Council Elections 
School Council elections are now open. They 
remain open for one week. Please consider this 
volunteering opportunity. We meet twice a term 
on Tuesdays at 4pm.  
 
Some of the key functions of school council 
include; 

●​ to establish the broad direction and 
vision of the school within the school's 
community 

●​ to arrange for the supply of: 
○​ goods 
○​ services 
○​ facilities 
○​ other things or matters required 

for the conduct of the school, 
including the provision of 
preschool programs 

●​ to raise funds for school related purposes 
in accordance with applicable 
Department of Education fundraising 
policies 

●​ to exercise a general oversight of the 
school buildings and grounds and ensure 
they are kept in good order and condition 

●​ to generally stimulate interest in the 
school in the wider community 

Please Note- All School Councillors are required 
to hold a WWCC (either employee or volunteer). 

Please collect a nomination form at the office.  

Mitch Tambo Incursion 
We are looking forward to the Mitch Tambo 
incursion in the last week of this term. The cost of 
the incursion has been reduced with DET funding 
to make it accessible for all families. CSEF can be 
used for this incursion. 

Mitch Tambo is an acclaimed recording artist, 
author, and qualified social worker who brings 
his unique blend of culture, music, and 
motivation to schools. Through his “I AM ME” 
youth tour, Mitch delivers high-energy 
performances and inspiring talks. 

Each session is filled with uplifting storytelling, 
original music from his upcoming album, and 
powerful messages around identity, belonging, 
and resilience. Mitch's engaging style and 

authentic approach create a lasting impact on 
students and educators. 

Please pay and give consent on Compass now. 

Footwear 
Just a quick reminder to please send your child 
to school in shoes that are comfortable, easy for 
them to take on and off independently, and safe 
for running and active play. This is especially 
important on Mondays for PE. 

Parent / Teacher Conferences 
Thank you to those families who attended the 
conferences on Monday. If you missed your 
meeting or did not make one, please get in 
contact with your child’s teacher to arrange 
another time. Communication between home 
and school is vital for your child to thrive. 
 
School Photos 
A link will be sent via email to view and purchase 
photos. 
 
Colour Run 
Will be looking for parents to volunteer on this 
day, you need a WWCC. We currently have two 
people volunteering.  
 
One the day, students need to bring a white or 
light coloured t-shirt and old shoes, as they will 
get stained. If the student is catching the bus 
home, they will also need a towel to sit on. Some 
students have already been busy collecting 
money and returning it to the school! Well done!  
 
There will be a sausage sizzle lunch for students  
on the day! Ordering will be out soon. There are 
prizes for classes and the individual who 
fundraises the most!  
 
ICT 
Last Monday our Acceptable Use Agreement for 
Digital Learning was sent home. Please go 
through this with your child, sign and return it to 
school. 
 
Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund 
See flyer further in the newsletter.  CSEF is 
available to families with a Centrelink Card.  This 
year the amount paid has increased to $400 per 



child.  As the name implies, this money can be 
spent on Camps, Sports & Excursions.  If all of 
your money is not spent, it can accumulate in 
your school account.  If you change schools to 
another Victorian school, the leftover money will 
be sent to the new school.  
Application forms are available at the office.  
Please see Lindy on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 
 
Curriculum Contributions 
Curriculum Contributions can now be paid 
through Compass (also known as Course 
Contributions).  Apologies for the delay as we 
had some set up hiccups.  Of course you can still 
pay these via direct deposit into the school 
account or cash. 
The suggested amount is $160.00 per student 
and there is a $40.00 voluntary contribution 
which goes towards grounds maintenance if you 
wish to contribute. 
 
Cluster Swimming Trials 
A huge congratulations to Tahlia and Arthur who 
represented our school last Friday in the 
Waratah Cluster swimming trials. They did a 
wonderful job representing our school and 
should be very proud of their efforts! Tahlia has 
also made it through to the next round and will 
be competing against other schools in the 
Corner Inlet Cluster today - good luck! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Compass Comment 
Reading comments for your child is now 
uploaded into Compass. Read how they are 
progressing. 
 

School Swimming  
Our swimming lessons have got off to a great 
start! All the kids showed resilience and had lots 
of fun in the water! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Help! Our old stage needs to be removed! 
We had a small stage at the back of the oval. 
Unfortunately it became rotten and then it was 
partially pulled up. 

It is a hazard for the students and needs to be 
removed. If you are able to do this for us, it will 
save us money that can be used for the 
students.  

Please contact the office if you are able to help. 

Facebook 
Want to keep up to date with what is happening 
at school? Then follow us on Facebook where we 
post photos of the students learning and having 
fun.  

Somers Camp 
Years 5 and 6 students have the opportunity to 
attend Somers Camp with students across south 
and west Gippsland. 

From Wednesday 4th November to Thursday 
12th November for $350. We are currently 
seeking expressions of interest. Please note, this 
does not confirm attendance, as it is dependent 
on how many places we are offered. See flyer. 

Glasses for Kids 
Year Prep - 3 students have an opportunity to 
have a free eye test and possibly glasses. Don’t 
forget to fill in the form or complete the form 
online. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 


